Class 2: Intellectual Freedom and the Law: Censorship, privacy, ethics

1. What definition of censorship makes sense to you? Why?

2.  Why does ALA state that libraries should take a proactive role in challenging censorship?

3. Is there a difference between censorship of idea and of fact? What is this difference and why does it matter?

3. Under what circumstances is censorship justified in libraries? In schools? In society?

4. What is the relationship between privacy and freedom of speech? Why is this important for libraries?

5.  Can there be too much intellectual freedom?

6.  Why is there a gap between the IF principles in the manual and library practice?
I.
Censorship


A.
The concept of censorship is based on a number of principles that are important to *understand



1.
The principle of providing the widest range of information to patrons is relatively easy most of the time, but it gets more difficult at the margins




a.
One case is providing distasteful information




b.
Another is information that is wrong or which may be harmful to anyone who acts on it



2.
Should librarians be placed in the position of having to determine the relative truth of the information they provide?




a.
How should this influence the selection and collection development process?




b.
Is it ethically permissible to include information the community will find offensive?




c.
This raises the limits of the concept of censorship





1.
Librarians are involved in continual screening of materials





2.
Librarians are involved in collecting representative materials reflecting all sides of all issues



3.
Librarians should not be involved in the business of providing the “truth” (Emery) or acting as a community’s “social conscience”

a. A more appropriate role is to act as a conduit for the flow of information

II. What is censorship?


A..
Definitions of Censorship

1. The term "censorship" comes from The Latin, censere "to give as one's opinion, to assess." 




a.
The Roman censors were magistrates who took the census count and served as
 assessors and inspectors of morals and conduct



2.
In contrast to that straightforward definition from Roman times, contemporary usage offers no agreed-upon definition of the term or when to use it. Indeed, even whether the word itself applies to a given controversy in the arts is often vigorously contested



3. 
Merriam Webster's Collegiate Dictionary




a. 
Censor: One who supervises conduct and morals: as a) an official who examines materials (as publications or films) for objectionable matter; b) an official (as in time of war) who reads communications (as letters) and deletes material considered harmful to the interests of his organization




b.
Censorship: The institution, system or practice of censoring; the actions or practices of censors; esp : censorial control exercised repressively.

4. 
Culture Wars, Documents from the Recent Controversies in the Arts, edited by Richard Boltons





a.
Censorship: The use of the state and other legal or official means to restrict speech



5.
The Catholic Encyclopedia (a publication of the Catholic Church)

      
a.
In general, censorship of books is a supervision of the press in order to prevent any abuse of it




b.
In this sense, every lawful authority, whose duty it is to protect its subjects from the ravages of a pernicious press, has the right of exercising censorship of books



6. The American Library Association




a.
Censorship is the suppression of ideas and information that certain persons -- individuals, groups or government officials -- find objectionable or dangerous




b.
Censors try to use the power of the state to impose their view of what is truthful and appropriate, or offensive and objectionable, on everyone else




c.

Censors pressure public institutions, like libraries, to suppress and remove from public access information they judge inappropriate or dangerous, so that no one else has the chance to read or view the material and make up their own minds about it




d.
The censor wants to prejudge materials for everyone.




e. 
For the ALA, technically censorship means the "The Removal of material from open access by government authority."

1. The ALA also distinguishes various levels of incidents in respect to materials in a library which may or may not lead to censorship: Inquiry, Expression of Concern, Complaint, Attack, and Censorship.



7.
Morality in Media (Morality in Media is "a national, not-for-profit, interfaith organization established in 1962 to combat obscenity and uphold decency standards in the media.")




a.
The word "censorship" means "prior restraint" of First Amendment rights by government.

       8. 
Chuck Stone, Professor of Journalism and Mass Communication, University of North Carolina




a.
Censorship is the cyclical suppression, banning, expurgation, or editing by an individual institution, group, or government that enforces or influences its decision against members of the public

b. t covers any written or pictorial materials which that individual, institution, group, or government deems obscene and “utterly without redeeming social value” as determined by “contemporary community standards”



9. Types of censorship




a.
Prior restraint: prevention of publication, access, or broadcast

c. Contemporary expurgation; rewriting or removing offending material after publication, access, or broadcast

d. Ex post facto punishment: sanctions applied after publication, access, or broadcast



10.
Rationalizations

a.
The ideas are false and dangerous according to the standards of those in power or according to the local community

b.
Those reading, hearing, of viewing the material are not smart or sophisticated enough to seei the falsity and danger of the material

c.

The materials will incite violence or lead to anti-social behavior

http://www.gilc.org/speech/osistudy/censorship/


B.. Censorship is the control of the information and ideas circulated within a society 

1. In the 20th Century, censorship was achieved through the examination of books, plays, films, television and radio programs, news reports, and other forms of communication for the purpose of altering or suppressing ideas found to be objectionable or offensive




a.
The rationales for censorship have varied





1. 
Material deemed to be indecent or obscene; heretical or blasphemous





2. 
Material seen as seditious or treasonous




b.
Ideas have been suppressed under the guise of protecting three basic social institutions: the family, the church, and the state



2.
Not all censorship is equal, nor does all arise from government or external force 




a.
People self-censor all the time; such restraint can be part of the price of rational dialogue. 



3.
Censorship and the ideology supporting it go back to ancient times




a.
Every society has had customs, taboos, or laws by which speech, dress, religious observance, and sexual expression were regulated




b.
In Athens, where democracy first emerged, censorship was well known as a means of enforcing the prevailing orthodoxy. 





1. 
Plato was the first recorded thinker to formulate a rationale for intellectual, religious, and artistic censorship. 





2.
In his ideal state outlined in The Republic, official censors would prohibit mothers and nurses from relating tales deemed bad or evil





3. 
Plato also proposed that unorthodox notions about God or the hereafter be treated as crimes and that formal procedures be established to suppress heresy. 

4. Freedom of speech in Ancient Rome was reserved for those in positions of authority. 

5. Nero deported his critics and burned their books.

4. The organized church soon joined the state as an active censor. 




a.
The Biblical injunction, "Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord, thy God, in vain" is clearly an early attempt to set limits on what would be acceptable theological discourse




b. 
Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image" is an attempt to set limits on how the Divine may or may not be represented. 

5.
Confronting censorship must always involve confronting some part of ourselves and our common history that is both painful and deep-seated.

a. Unique historical considerations can also spawn censorship




b. 
It is illegal, under German law, to depict any kind of glorification of the Nazis or even to display the emblem of the swastika. 




c.
The law is enforced to the point where even historical battle simulations may not use the actual emblems that were used during World War II (by the Waffen SS, for instance)




d. 
Almost all of Germany's close neighbors and allies have similar laws. 


C. 
National security and defense runs a very close second to the religious impulse as a rationale for suppression



1. 
While nowhere near as old as the religious impulse to censor, in its more modern form it has been even more pervasive

2. It is difficult to think of any government that would forego the power, in perceived extreme circumstances, to censor all media, not simply those that appear online

a. The question, asked in a real world scenario, is what could be considered extreme enough circumstances to justify such action?



3. 
There are also forms of censorship that are not so obtrusive, and that have to be examined very carefully to define




a.
“Censorship through intimidation" can be anything from threats against individuals to a government proposing to monitor all activities online 




b. 
"Censorship through consensus" is also a real possibility

1. There are countries where the adherence to a shared social, though not religious, code is a fact of life. 



4. 
Economic censorship is more difficult to define. 




a.
Is there a monopoly within a certain country that is threatened by competition, or a class of oligarchs that is threatened by the emergence of real economic opportunity for smaller firms? 




b. 
Is the economy in a locale more prone to monopolistic arrangements than to genuine competition and innovation?



5.
Because so many nations of the world are now considering the filtering system known as PICS (Platform for Internet Content Selections) as an answer to their concerns, the question of parental controls also must be addressed




a.
In many countries, the state justifies censorship with the claim that it is acting in loco parentis and are responsible for many of the restrictions on information distribution found today across the world.



6. 
Essays and reports from the cyberfronts show that freedom from censorship is the exception in the world




a. 
The rule historically has been, and continues to be, repression and suppression of disfavored ideas




b.
The one redeeming fact is that, in most parts of the world, the ideal of liberty is embraced at least theoretically, and no state openly claims a commitment to religious, intellectual, artistic, or political censorship




c.

The universal philosophical embrace of free expression is reflected in the many covenants and declarations that have been passed in support of freedom and human rights

1. These include the UN Charter (1945), the UN Declaration of Human Rights (1948), the UN Covenants on Civil and Political Rights (1966) and on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights (1966), the European Convention on Human Rights (1953), the Helsinki Final Act (1975), and the American (Western Hemisphere) Convention on Human Rights (1978)


D.
Is there a difference between censorship of idea and of fact?



1.
Do/should different practices apply to the censorship of fictional and non-fictional materials?




a.
How can principles of censorship be applied to scientific information?





1.
This raised philo of science issues (like Kuhn’s structure of scientific revolutions)





2.
Should scientific information that has been falsified be retained in the collection? Be added to the collection?




b.
How can principles of censorship be applied to the instance of materials that challenge existing beliefs and opinions?





1.
Is it ethical for the librarian to provide false information?



2.
Under what conditions should a librarian remove a work from the shelves?




a.
Is any amount of censorship permissible under any circumstances?



3.
In a practical sense, should libraries spend limited resources on factual information that is wrong?


C.
Emery 

1. “A decision on whether or not to censor material should be one a librarian never has to make, regardless of the type of material in question.  By censoring material, the librarian’s role as the middle person between information and the user diminishes insofar as its commitment to free access to information is denied.”



2.
What is the librarian’s role when it comes to providing patrons with distasteful information?




a.
Should librarians be in the business of determining the truth value of the materials to which they provide access?




b.
Is it ethical and morally responsible for librarians to provide materials that they know is patently false or will be offensive to their patrons (and their local community standards)?



3.
There is a dilemma here in the profession




a.
Librarians should carefully screen materials to ensure that they represent a diversity of positions, all of which are accurate and which minimize distortion





1.
The goal should be to create, maintain, and expand the highest quality collection possible, especially given the pressure to spend less wisely




b.
Librarians should provide a diversity of materials and allow patrons the freedom to make their own decisions about fairness, quality, and accuracy





1.
The goal should be the provision of access in the maintenance of the free flow of information





2.
Librarians are not the social conscience of the community




c.
What kinds of political statements do librarians make when they provide access to o4 censor books?



4.
How should this be worked out in practice?




a.
Which is more dangerous? Censoring materials or providing access to them?




b.
What about the case of scientific information (which can be accepted at one time and not another depending on how the standards of acceptable science shit over time)?




c.
What are the consequences of the suppression of materials?

E.
A series of court rulings are eroding the application of fair use to common activities including photocopying for research, teaching, learning, and scholarship



1.
This is in direct response to the development of digital technologies and their integration into organizations




a.
Digital conversion of images and text, creation of multimedia composite works, transmission of data to remote locations



2.
The movement seems to be in the direction of increasing the rights of the copyright holders without a commensurate increase in the fair use rights of the users



3.
This is part of a move to revise the Copyright Act



4.
Fair use is defined by Section 107 of the US Copyright Act




a.
This section provides exemptions for the limited use of materials for certain purposes and under certain conditions

Oppenheim, C, Smith, V. (2004). Censorship in libraries. Information Services and Use, 24(4), 159-17

Censorship is has been present throughout recorded history

It has been used by individuals and groups to prevent and control the creation, access and dissemination of ideas and information

It has taken many different forms and occurred for many different reasons

The relationship between librarians and censorship is a troubled one

The difficulty is in the conflict of between the librarian’s obligation to serve the community, users and governing bodies for which they work for and are funded by

Information professionals believe that they should provide access to information regardless of content or conflict with their personal points-of-view
Affects collection management, e.g., budgeting, selecting and cataloging

Historically, librarians have not always held this belief

Public libraries and their librarians have not always promoted access for all or to all publications

Librarians have been as irrational and discriminatory as other censors and at times for the same uncomfortable reason: personal taste, as well as submitting to the practice of censorship due to pressure from external bodies

Thompson summarizes the history of censorship in libraries by saying “censorship in public libraries is as old as the public library movement itself”


Libraries have been the cause of or the target of censorship
Library committees had a particularly strong hold on the selection of items for collections until after WWII
Case: Moore’s “Stupid White Men”

Publication was held up after September 11th by Regan Books/Harper Collins who wanted the book revised

The author refused to make the changes: renaming and removal of chapters, the re-writing of a large portion of the book, changes to the terminology used and the introduction of an opinion which was the publisher’s own

After hearing of Moore’s difficulty, librarian Anne Sparanese informed others in her profession of his situation through the discussion lists of ALA Social Responsibilities Round Table (SRRT) and the PLG)

An unknown number of librarians put pressure on the publisher to release the book and four months later, it was released and became a best seller in the USA and UK

This case led to a query of the role of the public librarian in facilitating information access and the questions of how are librarians providing and ensuring access to information

What are the hurdles a librarian needs to negotiate in order to achieve this

Questions: to what extent the duty of the librarian should extend into the issue of censorship, the capacity of the librarian to influence censorship issues, and to identify the solutions librarians have developed

Meaning of censorship

It is an official with the power to suppress parts of books, films, letters, news, etc. on the grounds of obscenity, risk to security, etc. – to treat (books, films, etc.) in this way”

The word  can be traced to its Latin root censere, meaning to “estimate or assess”

Since then, it has changed from a word whose meaning lay in that of duty and obligation to one which is currently associated with restriction and morality


As yet, there is no agreed definition

Jansen

Regulative censorship: aims to put a stop to the expression of ideas that are perceived by some groups or individuals as threatening or harmful to the conventions or ideals of religion, personal morality or protection of the state.
Constitutive/existential censorship: when the powerful invoke censorship to create, secure, and maintain their control

Achieved by “monopolistic domination in which public access to some forms of knowledge and information is either subverted or denied”


Debate



Should censorship exist?



If is must, what types of materials should be censored?




What should be controlled and have restrictions and what should not?
Information that is censored or challenged will generally fall into one of the four following areas: political, sexual, social, or religious

In each area, there are laws defining what is permissible

Political: Patriot Act was intended to fight terrorism but has been used to threaten intellectual freedom and weaken individual privacy


Threatens access to political information

Obscenity: legal definition

The original definition of obscenity set forth in Roth (1957)

Speech which " . . . to the average person, applying contemporary community standards, the dominant theme of the material, taken as a whole, appeals to prurient interest" and which is "utterly without redeeming social importance..."

Current definition

(a) whether "the average person, applying contemporary community standards" would find that the work, taken as a whole, appeals to the prurient interest, Kois v. Wisconsin, supra, at 230, quoting Roth v. United States, supra, at 489; 

"[A]ppeals to the prurient interest" means that which appeals to "shameful or morbid interests" in sex, but not that which incites normal lust [6] and includes materials designed for and primarily disseminated to a deviant sexual group (for example, sadists) which appeals to the prurient interests of that group;

Jurors are to apply the standards of the area "from which he comes for making the required " decision as the "community standards" for obscenity;

"[A]verage person " includes both sensitive and insensitive adult persons, but does not include children; [8]
 (b) whether the work depicts or describes, in a patently offensive way, sexual conduct specifically defined by the applicable state law

 (c) whether the work, taken as a whole, lacks serious literary, artistic, political, or scientific value."

Serious artistic, political, or scientific value, using a national standard, is required for a finding that something is not obscene and a finding of some artistic, political or scientific value does not preclude a finding that a work is obscene 


The Court's list of illegal acts

(a) Patently offensive representations or descriptions of ultimate sexual acts, normal or perverted, actual or simulated

(b) Patently offensive representations or descriptions of masturbation, excretory functions, and lewd exhibition of the genitals."[4]






"Obscene" speech is "unprotected" speech as ruled by the Supreme Court 

"Unprotected speech," means speech that does not  enjoy First Amendment protection and may even be criminal to express






Social






Material that stirs up racial hatred (hate speech)







Should material be removed if it is clear that it will be offensive to certain groups?

Schmitt, S. and Krieger, L. (2003). The Battle of the Dumpster and Other Stories: Processing the Censorship. Serials Librarian 44(3/4), 325-330.


Issue: censorship be library employeesO

ALA. (2002). Privacy: An Interpretation of the Library Bill of Rights

The American Library Association affirms that rights of privacy are necessary for intellectual freedom and are fundamental to the ethics and practice of librarianship
Privacy is essential to the exercise of free speech, free thought, and free association

There is a court-established First Amendment right to receive information in a publicly funded library

There is also a right to privacy under the Bill of Rights at the federal level that is also present at the state level

Definition of privacy: the right to privacy is the right to open inquiry without having the subject of one’s interest examined or scrutinized by others 

Confidentiality exists when a library is in possession of personally identifiable information about users and keeps that information private


Libraries protect these rights

ALA policies affirm that confidentiality is crucial to freedom of inquiry
Rights to privacy and confidentiality are implicit in the Library Bill of Rights guarantee of free access to library resources

There is an ethical imperative to provide unrestricted access to information and to guard against impediments to open inquiry

Article IV: “Libraries should cooperate with all persons and groups concerned with resisting abridgement of free expression and free access to ideas.”

When users recognize or fear that their privacy or confidentiality is compromised, true freedom of inquiry no longer exists

In practice it means giving patrons as much choice as possible with respect to access to and selection of information

The collection of personally identifiable information should be a matter of routine or policy when necessary to fulfill the library’s mission

Regardless of the technology used, everyone who collects or accesses personally identifiable information in any format has a legal and ethical obligation to protect confidentiality

Privacy FAQ

What is the difference between privacy and confidentiality?

The right to privacy is the right to open inquiry without having the subject of one’s interest examined or scrutinized by others

Confidentiality is when a library is in possession of personally identifiable information) about users and keeps that information private on their behalf

Confidentiality is a library’s responsibility

This is assumed when library procedures create records such as closed-stack call slips, computer sign-up sheets, registration for equipment or facilities, circulation records, what Web sites were visited, reserve notices, or research notes

In protecting privacy rights and the confidentiality rights of library users, librarians should limit the degree to which personally identifiable information is monitored, collected, disclosed, and distributed
What is “personally identifiable information?” Why is it such a wordy phrase?
PII connects you to what you bought with your credit card, what you checked out with your library card, and what Web sites you visited where you picked up cookies

It can build up a picture of your tastes and interests —a dossier of sorts, though crude and often inaccurate

Because of the chilling effect on open inquiry and freedom of expression, libraries and bookstores resist requests to release information that connects individual persons with specific books
If there is no reasonable expectation of privacy in a public place, how can anyone expect privacy in a library?

A library cannot be responsible for someone being seen or recognized in a library, but should take steps to protect user privacy whenever possible

In a library, a user’s face may be recognized, but that does not mean that the subject of the user’s interest must also be known 

Does privacy include a right to avoid exposure to unwanted images?

Ensuring user privacy not only benefits user,s but also those who prefer not to see what other users view

When there is a conflict between the right of individuals to view constitutionally protected speech and the sensibilities of unwilling viewers, free expression rights have generally prevailed in the Courts unless unwilling viewers are unable to avert their eyes 

Libraries may address the concerns of unwilling viewers in different ways, including strategic placement of workstations and use of privacy screens or recessed monitors
What is a Privacy Audit and whose responsibility is it?

It is a technique for assuring that an organization’s goals and promises of privacy and confidentiality are supported by practices, protecting confidential information from abuse and the organization from liability and public relations problems

It ensures that information processing procedures meet privacy requirements by examining how information about customers and employees is collected, stored, shared, used and destroyed

It is a process to be redone as services, data needs, and technology change

The process needs to be capable of dealing with the full extent of the information system

The process begins by evaluating the organization’s existing policies and procedures for legality and consistency with the organization’s mission and image

When policies have been reviewed (or established), the data collected can be categorized according to the degree of security necessary

The audit assesses the sensitivity, security risks, and public perceptions of the information the organization collects

It examines the necessity for each type of data, how it is collected, and what notice and options are provided to the individuals identified by the information. Mapping how data flows through the organization for access, storage, and disposal can reveal security needs, both electronic and physical
Are there special challenges created for library administration by digital patron records? 

Any database of PII is a target for computer crime and identity theft

Data security protect the library and its promise of confidentiality, and to ensure the thorough removal of patron records as soon as they cease to be needed

Administration should seek ways to permit in-house access to information in all formats without creating a data trail

Library policies should clearly state the purposes for which PII is needed

These records should be deleted as soon as the original purpose for collection has been satisfied

Acquiring the least amount of PII for the shortest length of time reduces the risk of unwanted disclosure

The library should also invest in technology to protect the security of PII while in the library’s custody, and should ensure that aggregate data has been stripped of PII

To assure obligations of confidentiality, libraries should implement written policies governing data retention and dissemination of electronic records

These should affirm the confidentiality of information about library users and their use of all library materials
Are privacy rights of minors the same as those of adults? What information about a minor’s use of the library should be kept confidential and what may be released to parents? 

The rights of minors vary from state to state

Libraries may wish to consult the legal counsel to ensure that policy and practice are in accord with applicable law

Best practice is to extend to minor patrons the maximum allowable confidentiality and privacy protections

Parents are responsible for the choices their minor children when selecting materials and using library facilities and resources and for educating their children about those choices

Libraries should take great care to limit the extenuating circumstances in which they will release such information

Librarians should not breach a child’s confidentiality by giving out information readily available to the parent from the child directly

Parental responsibility is key to a minor’s use of the library

Notifying parents about the library’s privacy and confidentiality policies should be a part of the process of issuing library cards to minors

In some public libraries, the privacy rights of minors may differ slightly from those of adults, often in proportion to the age of the minor

The legitimate concerns for the safety of children in a public place can be addressed without unnecessary invasion of minors’ privacy while using the library

The rights of minors to privacy regarding their choice of library materials should be respected and protected
ALA. (2002). Intellectual Freedom Competencies

Content Knowledge: Students


Knowledge of the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution

Understanding of how its application has changed over time and of the role of the amendment in providing a core justification for free access to library resources
Knowledge of relevant court cases and understanding of key legal concepts that apply to library policy

Knowledge of the history of intellectual freedom within ALA 

Understanding of key ALA policy documents related to intellectual freedom, and awareness of responsibilities of professional librarians with regard to intellectual freedom

Knowledge of the core professional writings related to intellectual freedom.
Communication Skills

Can articulate the philosophy of a professional librarian in respect to intellectual freedom, and explain this to different audiences
Can write clear policies that reflect knowledge of library principles and take the legal context of libraries into account
Can respond effectively to challenges both verbally and in writing

Understands how to present relevant message points in a press interview

Can plan local events that educate the public and library staff about the First Amendment

Understands how to build local coalitions for support of library positions
Content Knowledge: Professional Librarians

Actively monitors a broad range of First Amendment issues within and outside the field of librarianship in order to maintain a breadth and depth of understanding that can inform the professional environment.
Communication Skills:  Working librarian
Distinguishes personal philosophy from the professional responsibilities within the current working environment

Evaluates existing policies for clarity and soundness in intellectual freedom principles

Submits written recommendations as needed to library administration

Writes procedures to facilitate implementation of policy in a manner both efficacious and respectful of differing opinions
Has the ability to develop and deliver clear and cogent presentations concerning intellectual freedom to distinctly different audiences


Can market these presentations for community outreach
Reviews regularly his or her media interview skills and practices with colleagues in mock interviews
Participates in staff training that reiterates the appropriate responses to verbal challenges within the context of the library’s policy and procedures with regard to challenges
Responds to challenges appropriately by incorporating good customer service techniques of listening, empathy and feedback

Makes suggestions such as: recommending the addition of material to expand viewpoints, offers to locate materials more appropriate to the patron’s point of view
Participates in formulating the library’s policy with regard to written responses to challenges to policy or materials

If appropriate, the working librarian contributes well-written, cogent evaluations of contested material or policies and analyzes the material within the context of the selection policy
Develops and maintains a contact list of community groups likely to be supportive of First Amendment issues
Uses local, state and national issues as focal points to educate the public on First Amendment issues, either through forums, in-library displays or electronic displays (or a combination of all three)
II.  Farmer’s critique of ALA’s IF position


A.
The position taken by ALA is simplistic and does not take into account the complexities of the modern condition



1.
It is not a realistic position




a.
 It is based on faulty assumptions (especially the free marketplace of ideas)




b.
It is an exclusionary and elitist argument




c.
It must be expanded 



2.
This is described as a liberal position which assumes that there is an absolute concept of rights which is defined in a personal sense




a.
Politics is the pursuit of self interest in the public sphere




b.
This begins to resemble an absolutist form of social Darwinism




c.

The right to place all rights (including the right to free speech) on an equal footing has never been upheld by the courts


B.
The assumption of the free marketplace of ideas does not hold



1.
There is  a high value placed on the individual’s right to the freedom of expression




a.
Democracy depends on the abilities of individuals to gain access to the information they need to make informed decisions



2.
This is a myth that serves the interest of the power elite




a.
The situation actually involves a small “active” elite which has access to the information it needs to make qualitative changes in society to preserve and enhance their interests




b.
The larger “inert” masses believe that the ideal of access to information that is publicly held (and pushed by us) means that we have an open society




c.
This is a good situation because it maintains a degree of social stability




d.
The nature of modern decision making means that this must be the case because “corporate capitalism” requires this type of imbalance (to insure the unequal distribution of rewards and sanctions)





1.
The widespread belief in equal opportunity is necessary to maintain this situation



3.
There is little evidence that there is such a thing as the free marketplace of ideas




a.
The existing communications infrastructure, which saupports the marketplace of ideas, is controlled by an oligopoly




b.
It is extremely difficult for the ideas of the public to circulate freely




c.

Most of us only have restricted access to this infrastructure (and it is mostly 1:1 on the telephone)




d.
The ideas that are the most heavily subsidized are the ones that are most widely spread (and which take on the aura of truth”)





1.
What is “true” is the social construction of the social group that stands to benefit from its widespread acceptance




e.
We may have an equal right to use this marketplace, but we do not have equal access to it (the elite have much more unrestricted access)



4.
The belief in IF is supported by upper and middle classes who stand to benefit the most from masking the real effects of corporate capitalism in our society




a.
This is strengthened by the argument that our belief systems are shaped (to varying degrees) by social and institutional forces)




b.
The difficulty is that the expression of these social constructions is given the quality of objectivity, strengthening the hold they have over the “inert” masses




c.

A consequence is that those who are at a disadvantage believe that their state is either a natural one or a consequence of their own inabilities to improve themselves


C.
There is an assumption that the open expression of ideas and freedom of access to information will lead to people making the “best” and most “rational” choices



1.
The argument that our world views socially conditioned undermines the belief that this is possible




a.
This is the case because what is best will reflect the interests of the elite




b.
Another way of saying this is that truth has a “positional” and “temporal” quality

III.
Library without Walls and Copyright


A.
The current copyright law is inhibiting the development of the liberry without walls



1.
The liberry differs because of the location of materials relative to patrons




a.
Access is extended to the limits of their network




b.
The range of available information is much greater if networked information is included



2.
Displays and performances




a.
Every time some work appears on screen it is displayed




b.
If you hear the work or see it move, a performance has occurred

c. In a liberry setting, these will be public displays and performances

